Cell biology, since the advent of the electron microscope and sophisticated techniques of biochemical analysis and synthesis, has advanced in giant steps that find even experts in the field hard pressed to pace. With the voluminous literature of the discipline, the interested layman or scientist of a different field can easily get lost on the side-roads, losing sight of the general direction. This collection of 24 articles from Scientific American, including nine from the special September 1961 issue on the living cell, attempts to summarize the salient features of our present knowledge of cell structure and function. Each article is written by an expert in the field with the expressed intent of presenting a coherent, unified and non-intricate overview of his topic.

